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proceed to discuss the concrete, person-changing effects of the 
work 's vi sion. In this area the effect of li tera ture becomes 
highly subjective. One may di scuss, one may submi t personal 
opin ion concerning the va lidity and value of the a rtist 's vis ion. 
Thi s is no t to say th at there should not be exchange and 
growth in the understanding and real-izing of the author's 
vision; it is j ust to say tha t one canno t pronounce dogma tically 
in these matters. 
I have used the term, ' the a rtist's visio n," not 'h is thought 
content,' or 'his philo sophy. ' I say this because artistic vision 
is not just intellectual insight. It may be, and often is, this . In 
the best writers, though, artistic vision is the fru it of rcason-
p I UK. Or it may be u non-r easoned vision a lone, such us found 
in oriental haiku and in other highly subtle literature : 
They spoke no word Blowing from tho west 
the visitor, the host fallen leaves 
and tbe whi te chrysanthemum. ga the r in th e cas t. 
-c-Bcsos . 
There is vision here; it is not technique al one or beauty alone 
without mea ning. It is artisti c vision in the a rt of literature. 
It is a vision close to tha t of music or the plastic arts, a wor d-
less, non-eonceptual one, and it lies below the message-bea ring 
exterio r of th e literary work 's words. The vis ion is in th e 
words, though and st ill proper to th e lite ra ry a rt , that is, it 
has meaning and beauty. 
Of the work s that we call literature there nrc those st rictly 
of thought content, or (h eaven forbid) st rictl y of story. These 
need be read only once. After the meaning JUi S been extracted, 
th e work may be paraphrased and the text is useles s. And 
there arc those st r ictly of technique, and these need be read 
only once. 'I'hey are u pleasant, one-time experience, but of no 
lasting value. But the irreducible work is the blend, the sound 
and sense work, the work which can neve r be paraphrased, 
never imitated, the work which can only he quoted i thi s is the 
true work of literary a rt. 
4 
while homeward 
my measu red step 
uneven now. 
a bove perceive 
th e swing and weave 
of branch and bough; 
nightly by the wind 
on magic loom s. 
listen small : 
you 'll hear the weaver's sound 
hollow lisper 
whistle 
whisper 
wood 
wind tunes. 
the ancient plai ds 
unfinished still 
gentl y over 
flow unto the 
ground. 
the sound of wind I know: 
a moving slow 
far piccolo 
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